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• Most common form of 
undernutrition (protein-
energy/micronutrients)

• Affects infants before and 
early after birth

• Linked to maternal size, 
nutrition during pregnancy & 
foetal growth

• Length that is lost early on is 
rarely recovered 

• Stunted have less lean body 
mass (lower energy 
expenditure)
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Causes of Malnutrition
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Human Cost

3.1 million child 
deaths annually or 
45% percent of all 
child deaths are 
attributable to 
undernutrition (The 
Lancet 2013). It is the 
largest single 
contributor to child 
mortality worldwide.

Human and Economic Impact of 
Undernutrition Worldwide

Economic Cost

Productivity losses 
to individuals are 
estimated at more 
than 10 % of lifetime 
earnings, and losses 
to gross domestic 
product may be as 
high as 2–3 percent 
(World Bank 2010).



Proportion of global deaths <  70 yrs
by cause of death, comparable 
estimates 2012 

Non‐communicable Diseases (NCDs)

WHO. Global Status Report on Non-communicable Diseases 2014
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Investment in Human Capital
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Where do we want to be by 
2025/2030?



The New Context – SDGs by 2030

End hunger, achieve food security and 
improved nutrition and promote 
sustainable agriculture

Ensure healthy lives and promote 
well-being for all at all ages



Double-duty Actions for Malnutrition
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