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1. The Committee, at its tenth meeting held on 27 September 1958, considered 

item 20 of the agenda, concerning rules on the consultative status of non

governmental organizations with the Agency, The Committee had before it a 

draft resolution subnitted by the Board of Governors (GC(II)/43). 

2„ After a discussion, the Committee approved without dissent the resolution 

submitted by the Board, The Committee accordingly recommends that the General 

Conference adopt the following resolutions 

GRANT OF CONSULTATIVE STATUS TO NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

The General Conference, 

Having regard to its resolution of 23 October 1957 on the relations of 

the Agency with non-governmental organizations (l), 

Approves the rules on the consultative status of non-governmental organiza

tions with the Agency which the Board of Governors has drawn up at its recommen

dation and which are set forth in the annex to this resolution. 

(l) GC.1(S)/RES/12. 
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A N N E X 

RULES OF THE CONSULTATIVE STATUS OF NON-GOVERIH-IENTAL 

ORGANIZATIONS WITH THE AGENCY 

I. Nature of consultative arrangements 

1. The objectives of arrangements for consultation should be, on the one 

hand, to enable the Agency to secure expert information or advice from 

organizations having special competence in the field in which such informa

tion or advice is required, and to promote knowledge of the principles and 

activities of the Agency and, on the other hand, to enable organizations 

which represent important groups whose work is relevant to that of the Agency 

to express their views. The arrangements made should not be such as to 

overburden the Agency, 

II. Principles and conditions to be applied in granting consultative status 

2, In order to achieve the objectives set forth in paragraph 1 the followi-ng 

principles and conditions shall be applied by the Agency when considering 

whether to grant consultative status to a non-governmental organizations 

(a) The work of the organization shall be directly related to that of 

the Agency, and the organization shall be able to make a significant 

contribution to the Agency's works 

(b) The aims and purposes of the organization shall be in conformity 

with the spirit, purposes and principles of the Agency, 

(c) The organization shall undertake to support the work of the Agency 

and promote knowledge of its principles and activities, in accordance 

with the organization's aims and purposes and the nature and scope of 

its own competence and activities5 

(d) The organization shall be of recognized standing, having an 

established headquarters, an executive officer and a policy-making body, 

and shall have authority to speak for its members through its authorized 

representatives s. and 

(e) The organization shall be an international non-governmental organi

zation of world-wide or regional scope, except that consultative status 

may be granted to a national non-governmental organization after con

sultation and with the consent of the Member State concerned if the 



GC(II)/6l 
Page 3 

a c t i v i t i e s of the na t iona l organisa t ion are net covered by an i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

non-governmental org a i iza t icn .and i f the na t iona l organizat ion has spec ia l 

competence on which the Agency wishes to draw. 

I I I . Consultation with the General Conference and the Board of Governors 

3 . An organizat ion to which consu l ta t ive s t a t u s i s granted s h a l l be e n t i t l e d 

to the following p r i v i l e g e s and f a c i l i t i e s s 

(a) The provis iona l agenda of each sess ion of the General Conference-

s h a l l be communicated to the organizat ion at the same t i n e as i t i s 

communicated to Heater S ta tes of the Agency; 

(\>) The organiza t ion s h a l l be inv i ted tc be represented by an observer 

at a l l sess ions of the General Conference, The observer nay be accompanied 

by a reasonable number of adv i se r s . The observer and his advisers s h a l l 

be e n t i t l e d to a t tend a l l publ ic meetings of the General Conferences 

(c) The organizat ion nay designate one authorized observer to a t tend 

publ ic meetings of the Beard of Governors. The observer may be 

accompanied by a reasonable number of advisers5 

(d) The Director General sha l l c i r c u l a t e to the members of an organ of the 

Agency any w r i t t e n statement submitted to him in one or more working 

languages of the Agency by the organisa t ion , i f he considers i t r e levant to 

the work of tha t organ, i f he has had an opportunity to suggest any changes 

he do ens appropr ia te , .and i f the organizat ion lias tal;en account of such 

suggest ionsj provided t h -t &uch a s t tement i s of not more than 2,000 words. 

(e) An authorized represent t i v e of the organizat ion may make a b r i e f 

o r a l s t a t e m e n t a t a p u b l i c mee t ing of a Main Committee of t h e Genera l 

Conference a f t e r consu l ta t ion with the Committee on Hon-Governmental 

Organizations to be es tab l i shed by the Board and with the agreement of the 

Main Committee concerned. An organiza t ion wishing t o make such an o ra l 

statement s h a l l submit a w r i t t e n request to the Direc tor General not l a t e r 

than fo r ty -e igh t hours a f te r the adoption of the agenda of the organ to 

which the statement i s to be made. The Director General s h a l l r e f e r the 

reques t to the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations and the Committee 

s h a l l make recommendations to the Tain Committee concerned regarding the 

request and the item rf the agenda, under which the statement should be made^ 
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(f) An authorized representative of the organization nay make oral state

ments at a public meeting of any other committee or subsidiary body of the 

General Conference if that Committee or subsidiary body after consultation 

with the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations so decides^ and 

(g) The granting of a request by the organization to make an oral state

ment before a public meeting of the Board of Governors shall be subject to 

the rules of procedure of the Board, 

4. The Director General shall be authorized, within the means at his disposal, 

to provide an organization to which consultative status is granted, facilities 

which include:-

(a) Prompt distribution to the organization of such non-restricted documents 

of the Agency as he may deem appropriate5 ^ 

(b) Access to any document service for the press at the headquarters of 

the Agency:; 

(c) Use of the library or libraries of the Agency; and 

(d) Appropriate seating arrangements at any meetings which the organization 

is entitled or invited tc attend and facilities for obtaining appropriate 

documents during such meetings. 

IV. Consultation with other meetings called under the auspices of 

the Agency 

5. The Director General may i n v i t e an organizat ion to which consu l t a t ive s t a t u s 

i s granted t c a t tend any meetings convened by the Agency, other than meetings 

of the General Conference and the Board of Governors, t h e i r committees and other ^ 

subs id ia ry bodies . Such meetings may include t echn ica l conferences, meetings 

of exper ts , seminars, symposia and col loquia . Subject to any decis ion of the 

Board of Governors, the p r iv i l eges and f a c i l i t i e s .accorded to a.n organizat ion 

a t t end ing such a meeting s h a l l conform, as far as appropr ia te , to the p r i v i l e g e s 

and f a c i l i t i e s set fo r th in Rules 3 and 4 of these Rules. 

V. Consultation with the S e c r e t a r i a t 

6. A non-governmental crg.anization to 7/hich consu l ta t ive s t a t u s has been granted 

may consult wi th appropr ia te members of the Sec re t a r i a t on mat ters of mutual 

i n t e r e s t . Such consul ta t ion may take place a.t the request of the non-governmental 



GC(II)/6l 
Page 5 

organizat ion concerned or at the request of the Director General. 

7. The Di r sc tc r General s h a l l designate a l i a i s o n off icer with whom the organ

i z a t i o n nay consult an:* with whom arrangoments may he made for consul ta t ion with 

other members of the S e c r e t a r i a t on matters of mutual i n t e r e s t . 

8. Subject tc the re levant f inanc ia l r egu la t i ons , the Director General may 

request a n n-governmental organizat ion t c which consu l ta t ive s t a tu s has been 

granted and -which has spec ia l competence in a p a r t i c u l a r f i e ld tv undertake 

spec i f i c s tud ies cr i nves t i ga t i ons or to prepare spec i f i c papers. 

VI* Applicat ion for and withdrawal of consu l ta t ive s t a t u s 

9. A non-governmental organizat ion wishing to obtain consu l ta t ive s t a t u s s h a l l 

submit i t s app l ica t ion to the Director General who sha l l r e f e r the app l ica t ion 

to the Committee on Hon-Governnuntal Organizations of the Board of Governors. 

The app l i ca t ion sh-11 be accompanied, by the following documents and s h a l l include 

the following informations 

(a) The tex t of the cons t i tu t ion of the organizat ion; 

(b) The names and addresses of i t s senior officers5 

(c) P a r t i c u l a r s of i t s composition including the names of any na t iona l 

organizat ions a f f i l i a t e d to i t ; 

(d) A copy of i t s l a t e s t annual or per iodic r e p o r t ; and 

(c) The programme of the a c t i v i t i e s of the organizat ion together with a 

desc r ip t i ve statement of the extent t c which, the purposes of the organizat ion 

r e l t e t c these of the Agency. 

10. The organisa t ion s h a l l provide .at any tir,i^ fur ther inform vtion which nc.y be 

requested by the Director General, the Committee en lion-Governmental Organizations 

or the Scard on the mat ters r e fe r red to in sub-paragraphs ( a ) , (b ) , ( c ) , (d ) , 

and (e) of Rule 9 of these Rules. 

11 . After considera t ion of the repor t of the Committee on Non-Governmental 

Organizations on the app l i ca t ion of the organizat ion, the Board s h a l l decide 

whether consu l t a t ive s t a t u s s h a l l be granted to the organiza t ion . 

12. The Board, may d e c i l e to withdraw consu l ta t ive s t a t u s from an organizat ion 

i f i t p e r s i s t e n t l y or f l a g r a n t l y v i o l a t e s the ob l iga t ions i t has accepted in 

enter ing in to consu l t a t ive s t a t u s with the Agency. 

13. The Director General sh ,11 submit annually t : the General Conference a 

srganizat iens to which consu l ta t ive s t a tus h :s been granted. 
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