
Mr President, 

Ministers, 

Australia's National Statement to the 

International Conference on Nuclear Security 2020 

Ministerial Segment Plenary 

Director General, 

Distinguished Colleagues, 

I wish to thank the Director General and the Agency for convening this 

important conference and for the IAEA's continued contribution to 

strengthening nuclear security capacity among Member States. As the 

title of this conference suggests, we seek not only the status quo and to 

sustain our efforts on nuclear security but, moreover, to strengthen our 

efforts to ensure we are always several steps ahead of any evolving or 

emerging threat. We agree with Director General Grossi's sentiments of 

the vital need to "remain ahead of the curve in guarding against 

nuclear terrorism. 11 

We all here share in the benefits of nuclear energy and technology in a 

variety of ways, be it directly or indirectly. In recalling the benefits we 

also need to reflect on the safety, safeguards and security regimes that 

enables global confidence in the peaceful application of nuclear energy. 

Australia has a strong and longstanding commitment to high standards in 

all these regimes. 
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