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Declarations/reservations and objections thereto

Communication by the European Union received on 31 Januar 2020:
“1. On 29 March 2017, the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
(the "United Kingdom") notified the European Council of the United Kingdom's intention to withdraw 
from the European Union ("Union") and the European Atomic Energy Community ("Euratom") in 
accordance with Article 50 of the Treaty on European Union. On 22 March 2019, the European Council 
decided in agreement with the United Kingdom to extend the period provided for in Article 50(3) of the 
Treaty on European Union until 12 April 2019. On 10 April 2019, the European Council decided in 
agreement with the United Kingdom to extend the period provided for in Article 50(3) of the Treaty on 
European Union until 31 October 2019. On 29 October 2019, the European Council decided in agreement
 with the United Kingdom to extend the period provided for in Article 50(3) of the Treaty on European 
Union until 31 January 2020. The United Kingdom will therefore cease to be a Member State of the 
European Union and of Euratom on 1 February 2020.
2. On 24 January 2020, the Union and Euratom, and the United Kingdom, in accordance with Article 50, 
paragraph 2, of the Treaty on European Union, signed an Agreement setting out the arrangements for the
 withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the Union and Euratom ("Withdrawal Agreement")-1. The 
Withdrawal Agreement will enter into force on 1 February 2020, subject to its prior ratification by the 
United Kingdom and conclusion by the Union and Euratom.
3. In order to address the specific situation of the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the Union and
 Euratom, the Withdrawal Agreement provides for a time-limited transition period during which, save 
certain very limited exceptions, Union law shall be applicable to and in the United Kingdom and that any 
reference to Member States in Union law, including as implemented and applied by Member States, shall
 be understood as including the United Kingdom.
4. The Union and Euratom, and the United Kingdom have agreed that Union law within the meaning of 
the Withdrawal Agreement encompasses international agreements concluded by the Union (or Euratom), 
or by Member States acting on behalf of the Union (or Euratom), or by the Union (or Euratom) and its 
Member States jointly.
5. Subject to timely ratification and conclusion of the Withdrawal Agreement, the Union and Euratom 
notify parties to the international agreements referred to in point 4 above that, during the transition 
period, the United Kingdom is treated as a Member State of the Union and of Euratom for the purposes of
 these international agreements.”
_______________
1-The text of the Withdrawal Agreement can be consulted in the Official Journal of the European Union 
of 12 November 2019, C 384 I, p. 1.
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