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2. Background

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) established the former International Nuclear 
Desalination Advisory Group (INDAG) in 1996. INDAG played an active role in the years that 

followed, contributing to the promotion and stimulation of nuclear desalination activities, and 

providing a forum for Member States to exchange information on relevant technological developments 

and on the demonstration and operation of integrated nuclear desalination systems. To enhance its 

functions, the IAEA restructured INDAG to form the Technical Working Group on Nuclear 

Desalination (TWG-ND) in 2008. 

The TWG-ND operates within the framework of the IAEA Nuclear Energy Department, with the role 
to assist the IAEA in identifying and initiating activities enabling Member States in the process of 

preparatory actions for nuclear desalination demonstration projects, and actively contribute to the 

promotion and stimulation of nuclear desalination activities in Member States. The scope of the TWG­

ND has been enhanced to encompass integrated water resources management and more specifically 

the efficient use of water in nuclear facilities. 

The TWG-ND normally meets every sixteen to eighteen months at IAEA Headquarters. It may meet 

from time to time away from IAEA Headquarters to familiarize itself with activities in a Member 
State. Special arrangements will be made to provide secretariat services for such a meeting m 

cooperation with the host Member State. This meeting is the sixth meeting of the TWG-ND. 

3. Objectives of the meeting

The purpose of the meeting was to: 

• Review activities undertaken by the IAEA Secretariat and Member States in the fields of

nuclear desalination and integrated water resources management (IWRM) at nuclear facilities;

• Conduct an objective assessment on the future of nuclear desalination including: near-term

deployment, responsibilities of users and vendors, capacity building, localization, socio­

economic and environmental aspects, and the potential deployment of nuclear desalination

projects as a measure for climate change mitigation;

• Provide a forum for sharing information and knowledge on latest developments on national and

international programs in the areas of nuclear desalination and IWRM; and

• Provide advice and guidance on future IAEA activities relating to nuclear desalination and

IWRM.

4. Agenda

see Annex 1 attached. 

5. Summary of the work done, and results achieved














